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• Automatic Subject Classification
• Noting up
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• Paragraph & Heatmap Tools
• Legislative Point In Time
• Search CanLII Commentary



A little about CanLII…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CanLII was established to make Canadian law accessible for free on the Internet. 

Initially, CanLII started by publishing current cases – courts and tribunals sent to them as they were written. Over time, CanLII expanded its collection to include cases and tribunal decisions, statutes, and regulations from all Canadian jurisdictions.

Also offered is access to a diverse range of secondary legal materials, including law books, journals, articles, reports, and other relevant resources. These materials are located in the commentary section of CanLII.org

CanLII continues to evolve, with recent developments including (but not limited to):

•	AI-generated summaries – which offer concise overviews of case law and legislation
•	Deep linking for commentary content – offering precise referencing within legal analysis
•	And, of course, tools like myCanLII, noting up, and legislative point in time, all of which enhance legal    research efficiency




• In 1993, it costs $200 -300 to access a 
Supreme Court of Canada decision 

• In 2002, free access to legal information 
was an ambitious dream

• In the Montreal Declaration on Free 
Access to Law, we enunciated simple 
statements

• Public legal information […] is part 
of the common heritage of 
humanity

• Access to this information 
promotes justice and the rule of 
law

• Government bodies that create or 
control that information should 
provide access

The situation as it was

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CanLII played a significant role in advancing the principles of free access to legal information by signing the Montreal Declaration on Free Access to Law. 

CanLII's endorsement of the Montreal Declaration reflects its dedication to open access, justice, and the rule of law. This participation in global efforts contributes to a more transparent and equitable legal landscape for all.

More info about the Montreal Declaration: https://www.canlii.org/en/info/mtldeclaration.html




And in 2018…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lexum is a software company that produces online tools for the management and dissemination of legal information. It originated out of a University of Montreal research laboratory group established by Professor Daniel Poulin in the early 1990s and has been CanLII’s primary strategic technology partner since its inception. 

CanLII entirely relies on technology developed by Lexum, encompassing document conversion, the search engine, its citator, myCanLII alerts, as well as AI-generated classifications and keywords.

Today, Lexum continues to provide and maintain all of the software and services required to operate CanLII: design and implementation of the back end and front end of the site, software development, ongoing editorial services, scanning and archiving.

More info about Lexum: https://lexum.com/en/



Refining your Legal Research using 
Keywords

Example search : Cases tha t d iscuss how the  Canadian  Charte r app lies to  a  
ch ild  custody applica tion .

Child custody application charter

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example search: Cases that discuss the legal requirements for establishing liability in a personal injury claim from a motor vehicle accident in Alberta. Specifically, you're interested in understanding fault determination, insurance coverage, and compensation for injured parties.

Some of the terms you might pull out to put into your search are circled.




Refining your Legal Research 
using Keywords

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You could put each of those words into the search box. While you may find some excellent outcomes, keep in mind that with over 7,000 results, the most relevant information might not always appear at the top of your search.



Narrow your search results using 
Proxim ity ope ra tors

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]

You’ll want to narrow your search results using proximity operators:

Navigate to CanLII
In the search box type: child /s “custody application” AND charter
Press enter or click the magnifying glass
You will have 58 cases
From here you can further narrow by jurisdiction, court level, date, and subject (another way is from “Browse”)

If you click on the ? mark for the search box you’ll get a pop-up window that states that by default search terms are in the search engine are processed with a logical AND. However, if you want to change this default process in the search engine you can employ Boolean operators. 

In this example search forward /s retrieves documents containing both terms in the same sentence. As well, using quotations around keywords forms a phrase. So, in this instance we get results where “child” must be in the same sentence as “custody application” and will include the keyword “charter” anywhere in the case. 




Narrow your search results using 
Proxim ity ope ra tors

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]

I'll also point your attention to how to turn off some search terms. At the top of your screen, you'll see a box with checkboxes next to your terms. 

If you want to go straight to the sections that reference "custody application“ (for example) you can untick the term(s) you don't want to see. 



Using AND, OR, NOT to get relevant 
re su lts

AND = This will retrieve documents that contain all the terms

• Example: Searching for fraud AND damages will only display cases 
where the words “fraud” and “damages” appear together

OR = This will retrieve documents containing either of the two terms

• Example: Using car OR automobile will retrieve cases containing 
either “car” or “automobile” (or both)

NOT = This will retrieve documents that do not contain the term that 
follows.

• Example: Searching for infringement NOT patent will show cases 
with “infringement” but without “patent”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]

Boolean search involves using specific words and symbols to instruct the search engine precisely on what you want it to return. You can use Boolean search when you need stricter control over the types of results you see.

You can click on the ? mark in the search box for a full description of what each operator does, but the most frequently used are AND, OR, NOT:

AND = This will retrieve documents that contain all the terms
Example: Searching for fraud AND damages will only display cases where the words "fraud" and "damages" appear together

OR = This will retrieve documents containing either of the two terms
Example: Using car OR automobile will retrieve cases containing either "car" or "automobile" (or both)

NOT = This will retrieve documents that do not contain the term that follows.
Example: Searching for infringement NOT patent will show cases with "infringement" but without "patent“

More about searching with operators on CanLII: https://blog.canlii.org/2021/03/02/canlii-search-tip-using-operators/




Display Options: Reading Pane & Results Only

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
A feature that can be often overlooked or forgotten is CanLII's Display Options, which give you flexible viewing modes to navigate through your search results and review documents faster and easier than before.
Demo Steps:
Go to CanLII
From main search page, type "polar bear" in "Case name, citation or docket" field
Click on the "Display options" dropdown button (top right of results)
You'll see two layout options: Reading Pane and Results Only
Reading Pane Mode
Changing your display mode to "Reading Pane" allows you to see the full contents of documents in your search results without leaving the page. Simply click on the title of any document in your search results list and the content will display on the right side of your screen. This split-screen view lets you quickly scan through multiple documents while maintaining your results list on the left.
Results Only Mode
The "Results Only" option lets you customize exactly what information appears in your search results list. You can toggle on or off:
Metadata like title, reference, and other document details
Enrichments including short summaries and classification/keywords
Document snippets - control how many snippets appear (up to 2) and their length
This gives you complete control over how much or how little information you see for each result, letting you tailor the view to your specific research needs. You can even save your preferred settings as defaults.

Tip: Use Reading Pane when you want to quickly preview full documents, or Results Only when you want to customize what information displays in your results list.




Automatic Subject Classification 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Automatic Classification (using Lexum's generative AI program, LexKey) is an advanced artificial intelligence feature developed by Lexum for the CanLII website. The Automatic Classification feature leverages artificial intelligence algorithms and natural language processing techniques to automatically categorize legal documents by subject. 

For this project, Lexum used its language model. Automatic Classification enhances the search experience on the CanLII website, making it easier for users to contextualize individual results in long lists of search results.

Automatic Classification analyzes the content and context of legal documents and assigns appropriate subjects in the form of tags to each document. These subjects can include areas of law, legal topics, jurisdictions, court levels, and more. The subjects are integrated into the snippets accompanying search results alongside AI-powered keywords. They are also available as a search filter under the Cases search tab.

Hundreds of thousands of judicial decisions have been automatically assigned one or more subjects.

The new language-based system has learned from historical law reports, such as the Canadian Supreme Court Reports and Federal Courts Reports, as well as many others.

The slide shows an example of the search "Unjust enrichment.“

Since the beginning of June 2023, AI-generated subject classification of decisions on CanLII has been expanded to all Canadian jurisdictions, except for Quebec, as even though the subjects have been translated into French, the Automatic Classification does not support French decisions just yet.

More about automatic subject classification: https://lexum.com/en/blog/automatic-classification-on-canlii-part-1-functionalities/ ; https://lexum.com/en/blog/automatic-classification-part-2-use-cases/




Noting Up

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
Let's say you are researching cases concerning vexatious litigant orders in Alberta. During your research, you've discovered that Makis v. Alberta Health Services appears to be a leading case among a trilogy of cases decided by the Court of Appeal of Alberta.

You would like to know how many times the case has been cited.

Go to CanLII.org
Enter the case in the "Noteup" search box
In the search result, you'll see that 23 other cases have cited Makis v. Alberta Health Services
From here, you can limit your search from the drop-down menu and see where different jurisdictions cited the case
In this instance, you can select "Alberta" and further narrow it down by clicking on "All courts and tribunals" and, in the search box, type "Court of King's Bench of Alberta." By narrowing the search, you will see that there are 12 cases from the Court of King's Bench of Alberta have cited Makis v. Alberta Health Services
Additionally, you can narrow by Citation intensity and by paragraph level




Treatment 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]

[A LITTLE DETOUR] About the legal information Scoville scale (aka the jalapenos): Decisions are getting longer, making it more challenging to find the most important parts of the decisions you're browsing. 

So, there was a need to find a way to help you figure out where you should direct your attention first. Thanks to our sorting algorithm, the more intense the discussion, the spicier it gets—up to 5 jalapeños! The "cited by" tab will show a blue jalapeño for cases with robust discussion intensity.

• Type in Carter v Canada (Attorney General), 2012 BCSC 886
• Click on the "Treatment" tab
• You will see the total number of citations (88 last count)
• There are 9 discussions that range from 2 to 4 blue jalapenos and five unfavorable mention yellow jalapenos. We don't have time to go over in greater detail the technical difference between blue versus yellow jalapenos. However, this session will follow with links to detailed blog posts that will give you a flavor of them.

• Click on "Search for all documents containing unfavorable mentions" and you'll be able to filter to paragraph level to documents that cite one of the specified paragraphs in the document

Want to know more? 

Original announcement (January 2020): https://blog.canlii.org/2020/01/23/introducing-canliis-latest-research-tools-decision-highlights-and-a-powerful-new-noteup-%E2%9C%A8/
Update with yellow jalapeños for unfavourable mentions (November 2020): https://blog.canlii.org/2020/11/17/a-new-wave-of-improvements-on-canlii-%F0%9F%8C%8A/






AI Summarization

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
It's been exciting times at CanLII! Thanks to the support of Law Foundation’s support, including your jurisdiction, AI summarization has expanded significantly across Canada. We are now very pleased to report that summaries of nearly all historical case law, consolidated statutes, and regulations from jurisdictions across Canada are now or will be available on CanLII. 

Looking ahead, CanLII will introduce comprehensive bilingual enrichments, including French case and legislative summaries, descriptive titles, and enhanced search features like sentence-length summaries and subject classifications. Starting with Saskatchewan, these enrichments will extend to other jurisdictions where approved. The initiative also includes plans to generate summaries for federal case law and consolidated legislation.

This project was initially funded by the Law Foundation of Saskatchewan, which was used to develop the infrastructure for the project proposed. From this, we have approached other jurisdictions for similar projects. 

This project draws from our successful CatLII pilot project, where Lexum Lab leveraged a leading Large Language Model (LLM) to generate short and standardized summaries on CanLII Connects. The summaries are designed in accordance with the structure of legal reasoning, such as sequence facts, procedural history, parties' submissions, legal issues,  dispositions, and reasons. 

Each of these elements is dynamically linked to the relevant paragraphs within the body of the corresponding case, making it easy to confirm (or not!) the validity of its analysis.

As with all AI tools, we advise legal professionals to use their best judgment to assess the accuracy of CatLII's analysis. 



myCanLII

Note: New updates coming to myCanLII - stay tuned for upcoming changes!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
myCanLII is a supplementary tool on CanLII that can help you keep track of your legal research online by allowing you to view your browsing history, save cases, create and organize folders, and set up alerts. It is free; signing up requires only your name, email, and password.

With new and improved features, you can have free access to research folders, 5 GB of online storage space, 100 citation alert feeds, a six-month CanLII.org search history, and unlimited Clio activities.

Save and organize decisions and legislation
Go to www.canlii.org
Type "unjust enrichment"
Click on "Cases" tab
Filter to "Alberta"
Making sure you're logged into myCanLII, you click on "Save this case"
Choose a folder to save and make any applicable note(s)
Save TIP: This can be done for legislation as well
Go to myCanLII page and refresh
You will now see the saved decision in the folder "Alberta cases" time-stamped with the date saved
TIP: Highlight the different icons between CASE and CITATION ALERT

Create folders
Within myCanLII, you can click on the tab "Create new folder"
Then name your folder and make any notes
You can also create a folder from within CanLII when saving by going to either case law or legislation of interest [ex. CLICK ON ALBERTA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES] and then click "Browse" and then "New folder" TIP: Make sure to check the green checkbox!

Set alerts
Working with a high volume of cases, it can be difficult to stay up to date with legal research for all of them. However, with the alert feature on Lexbox, it's easy to keep track of changes to legal information on CanLII that is relevant to your field of work or study.

Caselaw alerts
Navigate to the case of interest, and you will see a toolbar that shows "Set up citation alert" (again, a reminder to make sure you are logged into your myCanLII account). These allow you to track the impact of a case over time.
From here, you can name the citation alert, select the appropriate folder or create a new one, and make notes 
Discussion level is for citation alerts only. Here, you choose the level of a case's discussion intensity required for Lexbox to send an alert to you. The intensity is measured in jalapeño icons.

For more info on setting up alerts: https://blog.canlii.org/2021/08/10/canlii-pro-tip-keep-your-legal-research-up-to-date-with-alerts-on-lexbox/




Paragraph & Heatmap Tools

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
Paragraph-level tools are handy for analyzing and extracting relevant information from legal decisions. 

Decision highlights and paragraph-level note-ups
Purpose: These tools help you quickly understand the key points of a legal case by highlighting important paragraphs
Click on Saskatchewan from "Primary Law"
Type in your search
Click on "Cases" tab
Click on "Sort by document relevance" and select "Sort by most cited"
Select a case of interest
Functionality: When browsing a decision, you'll find pencil icons beside the paragraphs, which give you the ability to (when logged into myCanLII) the option to annotate, set up alerts, etc. But you'll also see the number of citing documents for that particular paragraph level.
Click on "Citing documents," and you'll be taken to a page that shows just the cases that have cited that particular paragraph
For more frequently cited cases, you'll also see a blue sidebar, or "heatmap", on the right side of your screen to give you a quick view of the most cited parts in your case of interest. The more frequently a paragraph has been cited in subsequent cases, the darker the area will be. Also, if you hover your mouse over this sidebar, you can see the paragraph and the number of citing documents. Clicking in the blue sidebar will automatically "warp" you to the proper paragraph




Searching Legislation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
CanLII reproduces consolidations of statutes and regulations as published by official printers from the federal and provincial jurisdictions.

Prior and updated versions of legislative materials are available for the federal and provincial jurisdiction in what we call "point-in-time databases." 

For historical revised statutes – in the past, many jurisdictions chose to construct and pass their consolidated/revised statutes all at one time. However, in the name of efficiency this practice has largely been abandoned in favour of revision on a case-by-case basis – the last collection of revised federal statutes was created in 1985 and published in 1988.

As of April 2022, CanLII hosts historical revised statute databases for the jurisdictions of Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, and New Brunswick:

Alberta: revisions for the years 1922, 1942, 1955, 1970 and 1980
Saskatchewan: revisions for the years 1909, 1920, 1930, 1940, 1953 and 1965
Manitoba: re-enacted statutes between 1987 and 1990
Quebec: historical versions of the Compilation of Québec Laws and Regulations
New Brunswick: revisions for 1927, 1952 and 1973

Annual Statutes are collections of all the statutes passed in a given calendar year by Parliament or a legislative assembly, including both new legislation and amendments to previously enacted legislation.

As of April 2022, CanLII hosts annual statute databases for the following jurisdictions:

Federal from 2001 onward
Alberta from 1906 onward
Saskatchewan from 1906 onward
Manitoba from 1988 onward
Quebec from 1996 onward
New Brunswick from 1928 onward

Each page of the regulations database is organized into two columns: the regulations themselves are listed on the left and the corresponding Acts (enabling statutes) that authorize their enforcement are listed on the right.

Further reading -- A Primer to Legislation on CanLII: https://blog.canlii.org/2022/05/05/a-primer-to-legislation-on-canlii/




Legislative point in time

1

2

3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
The legislative point-in-time tool on CanLII provides access to the current, up-to-date version of consolidated legislative texts and past versions so that you can see how the text has evolved over time.

Navigate to CanLII
Choose an Act of interest
Click on "Versions"
Select the two versions you want to compare
You can use the same steps for comparing regulations as well

Note: Unchanged paragraphs are automatically hidden to make it faster and easier to see the differences between versions of legislation. The number of unchanged paragraphs that are hidden is identified, and they can be expanded by clicking the blue arrows. This is especially useful when comparing long statutes: it means faster loading time and less scrolling.



Searching CanLII Commentary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]

CanLII's commentary section is valuable for insights and expert opinions during your legal research and for understanding the context behind court decisions. CanLII's commentary section covers a wide range of practice areas and research topics. This section is dynamic, and new content is added regularly, so check back for the latest insights. 

Books:
Comprehensive legal texts authored by experts.
Cover specific legal topics in-depth.
Useful for academic research and practical guidance.
Articles:
Shorter scholarly pieces published in legal journals or magazines.
Focus on specific legal issues, recent developments, or case analyses.
Provide critical insights and commentary.
Reports and Research Papers:
Detailed studies, white papers, or research findings.
Explore legal trends, policy implications, or empirical data.
Often commissioned by government bodies or research institutions.
Journals:
Periodicals containing legal articles, case summaries, and commentary.
Written by legal professionals, academics, and practitioners.
Keep readers informed about legal developments.
Newsletters:
Regular updates on legal news, case law, and legislative changes.
Tailored to specific practice areas or legal interests.
Useful for staying current in the legal field.
Conference Proceedings:
Materials from legal conferences, symposia, or seminars.
Include presentations, papers, and discussions.
Offer diverse perspectives and cutting-edge insights.




Searching CanLII Commentary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]

Utilize the search bar on CanLII's website to look for specific topics, cases, or legal concepts within the commentary section.

You can search for commentary in a couple of ways: 1) From the CanLII homepage, enter your search terms in the "Document text" search box, or 2) From the CanLII homepage, click on the link "Books, articles, reports and more…" tab under commentary. 

With both options, you'll then select the "Commentary" tab for your commentary search results.

Once you have your results, you can narrow your search by clicking "All subjects." Let's say that your search terms have to do with a file that falls within the subject area of "Contracts," you can checkmark this subject, and your results will narrow from over 1600 results to a more manageable 148.

Recommended to watch -- David Michaels’ tutorial videos on navigating commentary on CanLII: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6L_wuCjTPE (accompanying handout: https://canlii.ca/t/sp61) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-iyAt-QwLs (accompanying handout: https://canlii.ca/t/sp62)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqpKidtLZv8 (accompanying handout: https://canlii.ca/t/sp60)



Searching CanLII Connects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[LIVE DEMO]
CanLII Connects was created to make it faster and easier for legal professionals and the public to access high-quality legal commentary on Canadian court decisions.

We bring together lawyers, scholars and others with professional competency in legal analysis to share their insights and form collective opinions.*

The site is and always will be free to use and fully open to everyone.

To maintain quality, only the community of registered members are permitted to submit content, offer comments or up-vote the commentary and summaries found on the site.

*All content is for information only. Nothing on this site is intended as advice to any person or advice on any topic. If you need legal advice, questions should be referred to the appropriate legal expert. CanLII will not respond to them.  ��Please consult your jurisdiction’s Law Society lawyer referral service for information about obtaining legal advice and legal assistance




CanLII Authors Program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Open Publishing for Professional Legal Information

The development of open publishing has created an opportunity for CanLII to lead the development of open publishing for professional legal information.

The increased volume of published law means better tools to navigate it are needed. CanLII consistently pursues creative ways of helping researchers manage this, and one of the best and most proven ways is by providing commentary, which directs attention to the most important content.

For this reason, we have developed capacity to publish legal commentary over the last several years, including introducing CanLII's companion website, CanLII Connects (canliiconnects.org) for crowdsourced case commentary, and CanLII's commentary section, which now has books, law reviews, newsletters, and articles, which members of the legal community have generously made available for free.

CanLII has been developing a secondary materials collection to match commercial publishers' offerings and make it freely available online with the rest of CanLII's content. This will make CanLII a viable alternative to large commercial services like Quicklaw or Westlaw Canada.

Join us in advancing open legal knowledge! Explore CanLII and consider contributing to the Authors Program.

Authors’ Program landing page: https://www.canlii.org/en/info/authors.html
Authors’ Program frequently asked questions page: https://www.canlii.org/en/info/authorsFAQ.html




COAL Citation Guide

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Canadian Open Access Legal Citation (COAL) Guide

Created in tandem with a pan-Canada team of editors led by UBC law librarian James Bachmann
Written over the course of 2023-2024 using the UBC Library’s Online Legal Citation Guide as a framework
Published June 2024 and presented at the Canadian Association of Law Libraries conference to great acclaim

Purpose:
Provides a freely accessible, comprehensive guide to legal citation in Canada.
Supports legal professionals, academics, students, and the public in citing legal sources accurately.
Promotes open access to legal citation standards without subscription or paywalls (like the McGill Guide).

Content:
Covers citation rules for cases, legislation, secondary sources, and online materials including AI-generated sources.
Aligns with common legal citation practices while accommodating digital and open-access sources.
Includes examples and explanations to aid clarity and ease of use.
Will be updated as necessary to reflect evolving legal citation norms.

Availability & Impact:
Hosted on CanLII for easy access and integration with legal research at https://canlii.ca/t/7nc6q
Encourages consistent citation practices across the Canadian legal community.
Facilitates proper attribution and enhances the credibility of legal writing.
French edition forthcoming – expected in late spring/early summer 2025.




Thank you!
Brenda Alm, Manager, Partnerships & Content

brenda .a lm @canlii.org
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