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Overview – The Federation of Law Societies of Canada (Federation)  

 

The Federation of Law Societies of Canada is the national coordinating body of Canada’s 14 

provincial and territorial law societies, which regulate more than 125,000 lawyers and 3,800 

Quebec notaries and Ontario’s nearly 10,500 licensed paralegals in the public interest. It is a 

leading voice on issues of national and international importance relating to the administration 

of justice and the rule of the law. 

 

The Council of the Federation of Law Societies of Canada is the governing body of the  

Federation and is responsible for the strategic direction and oversight of the organization. The 

Council consists of elected Council members nominated by the Federation’s 14 member law 

societies.   

 

2018 Annual Conference 

 

The Federation's 2018 Annual Conference was held in Charlottetown, P.E.I. This year’s 

Conference dealt with emerging technologies. The Conference discussed how Artificial 

Intelligence and blockchain work, their uses in law, and their implications for legal practice. 

Through plenary sessions and workshops, attendees explored the regulators’ role and 

responses to technology-driven innovations.  At the center of the discussion was the law 

societies’ mandate to act in the public interest and ability to increase access to affordable legal 

services.  

 

 

 



 

 

Federation Initiatives and Committee work – updates  

 

Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorist Financing Working Group 

 

The Federation continues to harmonize rules for the legal profession. This year Council 

approved amendments to the No Cash Rule and the Client Identification and Verification Model 

Rules and approved a new Trust Accounting Model Rule. In addition, to assist the legal 

profession in following the model rules, the Federation has developed the booklet Guidance for 

the Legal Profession which details the professional responsibility to avoid facilitating or 

participating in money laundering or terrorist financing activities. 

 

TRC Calls to Action Advisory Committee  

 

The Committee continues to work to develop recommendations on how to respond to the 

TRC’s Call to Action 27 (cultural competency training for lawyers). The Committee is considering 

a recommendation that each law society develop a strategy for responding to the Call that 

considers the need for education/training in this area at all stages of a lawyer’s career 

(including at the licensing stage).   

 

Standing Committee on National Discipline Standards  

 

The Federation’s Standing Committee on National Discipline Standards facilitates the 

implementation of the national standards established for law society handling of complaints 

and discipline matters. Members continue to discuss potential new standards or guidance on 

the reciprocal enforcement of discipline orders and the ability of law societies to authorize 

simple citations quickly. The most recent amendments were approved by Council in June 2018.  

 

Standing Committee on the Model Code of Professional Conduct 

 

The Federation’s Standing Committee on the Model Code is considering amendments to the 

Model Code. The proposed amendments address: technological competence, return to the 

practice of law by former judges, and an amendment to the rule on encouraging respect for the 

administration of justice. 

 


